
Recorded Notes from Midland Avenue Community Meetings 
November 13th and November 14th 



Results for “Excited About” 
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Thursday, Nov. 13 – Middle School Friday morning, Nov. 14 – Town Hall Friday noon, Nov. 14 - Aspen 

 Architecture 
   
 Walking district 

 
 Small-town feel 

 
 Two stories or less 

 
 Independent, local, small business 

 
 Minimal traffic 

 
 Diversity of opportunity and uses 

 
 Two great rivers 

 
 15 m.p.h. 

 
 Alleyways 

 
 Old Brick Community Center 

 

 Historic feel 
 

 Independently owned with character 
 

 Pedestrian friendly – can do business by foot –
essential services 

 
 Low profile – three stories 

 
 Non-profit centers in river center – linked to library 

 
 Dog friendly 

 
 Scale relationship between buildings and 

environment 
 

 Compact commercial core 
 

 No chimes (time) or music from stores 
 

 Feels vital (morning) 
 

 Current parking balance 
 

 Mass transit/RFTA 
 

 River Corridor Plan 
 

 More park in downtown 
 

 Lisa’s flowers 
 

 Prospect of new river center 
 

 Charlie’s trees 

 Great shopping 
 
 Unique shops 

 
 History 

 
 Diversity downtown 

 
 “Living room” for community 

 
 Rivers 

 
 Wyly Center 

 
 Riverwalk development 

 
 More parking – better 

utilization 
 

 Restaurants/evening 
 

 Three story buildings/charm 
 
 

 



Results for “Worried About” 
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Thursday, Nov. 13 – Middle School Friday morning, Nov. 14 – Town Hall Friday noon, Nov. 14 - Aspen 

 Lack of parking 

 Empty storefronts 

 Pedestrians vs. parking 

 Development causing crowded 
downtown 

 Trade-off of growth vs. maintaining 
small town 

 Willits taking over 

 Youth services in Willits but not in 
downtown 

 Loss of affordable local hangouts 

 Bars – Thursday/Friday/Saturday 

 Balance between 
residential/commercial/office 

 Not enough residential 

 Loosing grocery store 

 Parking – not enough 

 Prospect of parking garage 

 Losing police presence 

 Sound/shooting range 

 Youth/teen gathering place 

 Not bicycle friendly (vs. auto) especially on 
Fryingpan Road to Ruedi 

 Lack of vitality after dusk 

 Impact of large construction projects 

 Not enough public art – arts and culture activities 

 High school education level 

 Wyly Art Center not having permanent home 

 Inviting attractive entrance 

 Transplanting population in Pan & Fork and 
Roaring Fork Mobile Home Parks 

 Lack of Latinos at public forums 

 Midland Ave. delivery trucks and public safety 

 Lack of south/north Hwy. 82 crossing 

 Vacant commercial spaces 

 Pedestrian safety between Taqueria and 
downtown 

 Mobile Home Parks are the first 
things seen – entrance 

 Rivers underutilized as 
gathering places 

 Shopping being unaffordable 

 Vacancies 

 Lack of hotels 

 Shopping siphoned to Willits 

 Grocery not so great 

 Four-story buildings 

 Flooding along Roaring Fork 
River 

 Council dragging feet 

 Too many flood studies – no 
action 

 Loss of key public buildings to 
outlying areas – “living room” 



Results for “Too Many/Too Much” 
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Thursday, Nov. 13 – Middle School Friday morning, Nov. 14 – Town Hall Friday noon, Nov. 14 - Aspen 

 Perfect 

 Great current mix 

 Too many vacant spots 

 Boutique stores 

 Second homeowners 

 

 Bright lights – losing night sky 

 Parking/cars on Midland – safety and 

aesthetics 

 Parking spots 

 High-end restaurants 

 Cars (need shuttle) 

 Vacant store fronts 

 

 Boutique shops 

 Access to the core 

 



Results for “Not Enough” 
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Thursday, Nov. 13 – Middle School Friday morning, Nov. 14 – Town Hall Friday noon, Nov. 14 - Aspen 

 For kids [to do] 

 Dive bars 

 Movie theatre 

 People 

 Access to rivers 

 Activity after 6:00 p.m. 

 Connections between four primary 
areas 

 Ways to safely cross Highway 82 

 Affordable housing + small 
business + non-profits 

 

 Public/civic meeting space 

 Aspen tourist sharing 

 Employment opportunities in downtown core 

 Youth in town 

 Affordable opportunities for start-up and small 
businesses 

 Recreational opportunities for youth – space to practice 

 Ice cream parlors 

 Burger joints 

 Citizen involvement 

 Midland Avenue events 

 Movie theatre – evening hangout 

 Charming lights in town 

 Farmers’ market 

 Recreation at Ruedi, river recreation 

 Rental opportunities 

 Ice skating rink 

 Sidewalks/pedestrian opportunities 

 Evening all town event/open house/First Fridays 

 Solar/electric in town and public works 

 Connections to river 

 Shuttles between all parts of Basalt 

 Public school use after hours 

 Boutique lodging and stores 

 Bike connections between 
core and Willits 

 Movie theatre 

 Youth activities 

 Like Carbondale – lack of 
vitality in Basalt 

 Density – Mixed Use 
Residential/Commercial 

 Awareness of River Master 
Plan components and costs 

 Practical shopping – socks 

 Quality grocery shopping 

 Bakery 

 Access to core – hard to get to 
center – roundabout 

 Short cuts – pedestrian access

 Good quality affordable 
housing 

 Community center – building 

 Recreation center 

 Public transportation 
connections 

 Night life 
 



Results for “Choices” 
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Thursday, Nov. 13 – Middle School Friday morning, Nov. 14 – Town Hall Friday noon, Nov. 14 - Aspen 

 Preserve ranches and farms near 
town 

 Downtown and areas are not 
opposing (tricky question, not good) 

 Downtown growth could be positive 
for nearby areas 

 Transit area between Willits and 
downtown 

 Pedestrian wins vs. cars 

 Growth can be good 

 Strategic growth 

 Live/work options downtown 

 North/south transit as easy as 
east/west 

 Higher density over low density 

 Urban boundary 

 

 Role of government in affordable office 
space 

 Parking need – garage vs. where and how – 
underground option? 

 More events vs. resources/manpower 

 Creative parking option /underground (water 
table flooding) 

 Maintaining historic feel while moving 
forward and growing 

 Attractive new entrance vs. cost and time 

 Work together to solve parking issues 

 Shifting land uses 

 Taking stand for wildlife protection while we 
grow as a town 

 Not enough = too many or too many = not 
enough 

 Balancing of priorities 

 Making town too car friendly 

 Losing pedestrian support 

 Parking not the tail that wags the dog 

 Balance people’s needs 

 Represent all cross sections of population 

 Vibrancy for youth to attract and maintain 
their presence 

Not discussed at this meeting 

Note – The question was asked differently at the Friday Morning Meeting  



Ideas 
Recorded Comments -  All Three Community Meetings 

Land Use/Growth and Development/Moratorium 
 

 More strategic density balanced with open space (10) 
 
 Redevelopment of Clark’s Market area, keeping grocery (7) 

 
 Marry old and new styles of development (2) 

 
 Town gathering space – piazza, community center – safe/downtown/plaza, river 

center, Aspen Music School students (43) 
 

 Public-owned land use – affordable housing, non-profits, small business (16) 
 

 Regional planning and thinking - joint solutions (2) 
 
 Better use of river for commercial, pedestrian, and recreation (20) 

 
 Parking garage underground at Clark’s Market that enhances pedestrian 

experience (16) 
 

 More housing choices with incentives for fulltime residents (13) 
 

 Anchor Midland at end of Town (2) 
 

 Turn Pan & Fork into community park (2) 
 

 
 

 
   (#)  Number of dots placed on the idea 
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Ideas 

Recorded Comments -  All Three Community Meetings 
 

Activities/Special Events 
Major Capital 

Improvements/Budget 
Implications 

 
Civic Engagement 

 
Other 

 Increasing evening vitality (13) 

 Events and programs to unite East Basalt and West 
Basalt (8) 

 Engage the river – gathering space, farmers’ market, 
access (26) 

 Awesome use of bridge by 7-11, farmers’ market, 
lasting physical presence 

 Community events – regular like First Fridays, 
Downtown – multipurpose use of existing public 
buildings and spaces (19) 

 Better connection (not just physical) between all parts 
of Basalt, shuttle bus between Willits and Basalt (11) 

 Hire person to help organize events (1) 

 Learn from Carbondale – try things (2) 

 Foster volunteer non-profit and civic activity 
involvement (11) 

 Farmers’ market (6) 

 Community events (0) 
 

 Town shuttle to 
connect parts of 
Basalt (14)/bus to 
downtown 
connection (19) 

 
 Connectivity 

between downtown, 
Southside, and 
Willits (9) 

 
 Complete link 

between post office 
and downtown (8) 

 
 Shuttle connecting 

all parts of Basalt 
(22) 

 
 Underpass between 

north and south 
Basalt (4) 

 
 Improving access 

and entrance (0) 
 

 More civic 
engagement around 
major issues (8) 

 
 Citizen advisory 

group for 
communication (4) 

 
 Marketing of 

community and 
school events – 
banners and signs 
(10) 

 
 More civic activity 

and involvement (9) 
 
 Historical 

information 
 
 Programs to 

encourage student 
involvement (1) 

  
 Foster volunteer non-

profit and civic 
activity involvement 
(11) 

 

 Speed control – 
m.p.h. on 
Midland (0) 

 
 Old Brick 

Community 
Center with 
youth 
recreation 
center for up to 
age 18 and 
dance club for 
age 18+ (17) 

 
 Lake Christine 

cleanup and 
better use (3) 

 

 
(#)  Number of dots placed on the idea  
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